
 

Martin Buber wrote that modern 
Judaism could only experience a 
genuine renaissance if it drew 
inspiration from Hasidism, the last 
great Jewish spiritual movement. 
Hasidism was founded in 18th century 
Poland by the celebrated mystic, 
Rabbi Israel Ba’al Shem Tov. He 
taught: 

 
 

“The world is filled with lights 
and mysteries, yet we place 
one small hand before our 
eyes and we see nothing!” 

 
The Ba’al Shem guided his disciples 
toward opening to those lights and 
mysteries, experiencing the divinity 
filling their own lives and the world. 

 
In this day of learning, we will meet 
the luminous teachings of the Ba’al 
Shem Tov, whose insights can enable 
us to deepen our connection with the 
Spirit, with the natural world and 

with the people in our lives. Our exploration will acquaint you with three core themes in the 
Ba’al Shem’s teachings: 
 

Uncovering the Spirit in our Lives 
Experiencing Ecstasy and Joy 

Choosing to Live in Love and Compassion 
 
Rabbis Diane and Burt will share the Ba’al Shem’s wisdom through storytelling, 
singing, lecture, discussion, small-group learning, and movement. 

 

Congregation Ner Shalom 
85 La Plaza, Cotati 
Sunday, March 30 ~ 1-4 PM 

 
  Adult Tuition:            $25 
Teens, Seniors,  
    Limited Income:   $18 
 
Sponsored by: 

B’nai Israel Jewish Center 
Congregation Beth Ami 
Congregation Ner Shalom 
Jewish Community Center, 
     Sonoma County 

 
Register at shalomevents.org 

Rabbi Diane Elliot enjoyed a career as a dancer, 
choreographer, and movement therapist before training for   
the rabbinate. She served as spiritual leader of the Aquarian 
Minyan in Berkeley and continues to inspire students with 
nuanced interpretations of Jewish sacred text. She currently 
directs ALEPH’s “Embodying Spirit, En-spiriting Body” 
program. Learn more at whollypresent.org. 
 
Rabbi Burt Jacobson studied with the great Jewish thinker, 
A. J. Heschel, and was mentored in Kabbalah and Hasidism by 
Arthur Green. Rabbi Burt is one of the founders of the Havurah 
and the Jewish Renewal movements. In 1984 he founded 
Kehilla Community Synagogue in the East Bay. He is a spiritual 
director and a meditation teacher. He has been a student of the 
teachings of the Ba’al Shem Tov for thirty-five years, and is 
completing a book titled A Legacy of Wonder: The Ba’al Shem 
Tov and the Path to Spiritual Awakening. 
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